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Drs Kundhavi Kadiresan, Assistant Director General Asia Pacific, FAO, and Peter Carberry, Director General, ICRISAT at the 
signing in Bangkok.

International organizations team up to power new and 
smarter foods
How do we tackle some of the biggest and critical global nutritional health/environmental issues in unison? 
How could we achieve greater impact in sustainable agriculture at scale?

The Solution: Joining forces for the good of the consumers, 
planet and the farmers. A Memorandum of Intent for the 
establishment of a strategic partnership to make our foods 
smarter was signed by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the 
International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid 
Tropics (ICRISAT) in Bangkok, in November 2018. 

Smart Food, founded by ICRISAT, focuses on foods that fulfil 
all criteria of being good for you (healthy and nutritious), 
good for the planet (environmentally sustainable) and good 

for the farmer. A key focus is to diversify staples to be able 
to have a major impact. This complements Future Smart 
Food, led by FAO, which focuses on popularizing a broader 
range of neglected and underutilized species that are 
nutrition dense, climate resilient, economically viable and 
locally available/adaptable. 

This partnership will deliver joint outcomes which will have 
significant impacts on changing the global food system. It 
brings together international organizations and will create 
a global movement.

http://www.smartfood.org/
http://www.fao.org/3/I8907EN/i8907en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/I8907EN/i8907en.pdf
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Research in rural economics and social science vital to 
achieving UN Sustainable Development Goals 
The 26th Annual Conference of the 

Agricultural Economics Research 
Association (AERA), India, focused on 
Agriculture and the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) as well as how economic and 
social science research contributes to the 
SDGs. One plenary session conducted by 
ICRISAT looked specifically at achieving the 
SDGs in the drylands through building more 
resilient agri-food systems.

Leading scientists such as Dr CA Ramarao, 
Principal Scientist, Central Research Institute 
for Dryland Agriculture (CRIDA), and Dr P 
Parthasarathy Rao, former Principal Scientist 
at ICRISAT, spoke on ‘Vulnerability assessment 
due to climate change at the district level in 
India’ (https://www.slideshare.net/icrisatsmco/
district-level-vulnerability-assessment-26th-annual-confernce-of-
aera-india-by-dr-c-a-rama-rao) and ‘Markets and their 
transformation’ (https://www.slideshare.net/icrisatsmco/
markets-for-agriculture-transformation-under-drylands-123478121), 
respectively, connecting these topics to the goal of 
reaching several of the SDGs.

Dr K Dakshina Murthy, Senior Scientist, ICRISAT, discussed 
farm-level climate change impacts and adaptation 
strategies to build farm household resilience of rainfed 
farming systems in the drylands of India. (https://www.
slideshare.net/icrisatsmco/climate-change-impacts-and-adaptation-
strategies-to-build-the-resilience-and-farm-household-income-of-
rainfed-farming-systems-in-sat-india-aera-2018-dakshina-etal) 

Many rural households in semi-arid regions are highly 
vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate variability and 
change, especially drought and heat stress. The 
Government of India has been promoting several 
adaptation options for these households. However, it has 
been observed that overall long-term farm household 
resilience does not improve just by adopting a few climate-
smart adaptation (CSA) practices.

Therefore, under a multi-disciplinary project called AgMIP 
a location-specific CSA package (including biophysical, 
socio-economic and policy components) was developed. 
This method integrated climate, crop and economic 
modeling to assess potential impacts of climate change on 
farm households in Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh. Simulation 
revealed that vulnerability was not uniform across Kurnool 
district and impacts varied across climate scenarios. 
Therefore, location-specific adaptation strategies linking 
technologies, policies and infrastructure are needed to 
improve the resilience and adaptive capacity of rainfed 
farm households to climate change.

The need for a unified approach for institutionalizing 
resilient dryland agriculture (https://www.slideshare.net/
icrisatsmco/a-unified-approach-for-institutionalizing-resilient-
agriculture-under-drylands) was emphasized by Dr Shalander 
Kumar, Principal Scientist, ICRISAT, highlighting a case study 

of Telangana state, India. ICRISAT, with its partners, has 
developed a unifying approach to implement climate-
resilient agriculture policies and an evidence-based 
framework to guide investments and policymaking to scale 
up climate-resilient agriculture. 

Dr R Padmaja, Senior Scientist, ICRISAT, highlighted the 
need for a systems perspective to handle the malnutrition 
crisis in developing countries, especially in India. (https://
www.slideshare.net/icrisatsmco/agrifood-systems-diets-and-
nutrition-microlevel-evidences-with-a-gender-perspective-from-
selected-locations-in-india). Based on findings and analyses of 
two in-depth studies, ICRISAT scientists discovered that 
while there was progress in improving nutrient adequacy, 
other factors such as micronutrient inadequacy, social 
dietary bias and lack of dietary diversity still exist. 
Therefore, they recommend an ‘agri-food systems’ 
perspective of looking at various dimensions – production, 
marketing, consumption, social and health – to understand 
the malnutrition crisis in India. 

Tying together all the above aspects, Ms Joanna Kane-
Potaka, Assistant Director General, External Relations, 
ICRISAT, strongly recommended a holistic approach to 
reaching several SDGs by focusing on Smart Food – food 
that fulfils all criteria of being good for you, the planet and 
the farmer. She advocated that rather than exclusively 
implementing the above interventions in silos, solutions be 
found that fulfil all the criteria of Smart Food. She recalled 
how development had initially focused on food security 
when faced with mass starvation; later, with recognition of 
hidden hunger, nutrition security was added to the agenda. 
Now, the global discourse is about sustainable diets. 
https://www.slideshare.net/icrisatsmco/smartfood-good-
for-you-the-planet-the-farmer-by-joanna-kanepotaka-
assistant-director-general-external-relations-icrisat

The AERA Annual Conference was held at ICAR – National 
Dairy Research Institute, Karnal, Haryana during 15-17 
November 2018. 

Conference

(L-R) Drs P Parthasarathy Rao, R Padmaja, Shalander Kumar, K Dakshina 
Murthy and Ms Joanna Kane-Potaka at the conference held in Karnal, Haryana.

Photo: J Kane-Potaka, ICRISAT
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New high-oil variant draws farmers to groundnut 
production in western India

On the scenic slopes of Western Ghats, fondly called 
‘Sahyadris’ or the benevolent mountains in the state of 

Maharashtra, the groundnut is attempting a comeback. A 
new variant, locally referred to as ‘tees taintalis’, could 
herald its return. 

Starting in 2011, the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR) and ICRISAT set out to breed new oil-rich 
groundnut varieties by borrowing desirable traits from 
existing lines. This resulted in ICGV 03043, a variant with 
53% oil content, which is higher than other cultivars used 
in India. The forage of this high-oil variant is protein-rich 
fodder for livestock as it remains green until harvest. 
Resistance to leaf spot disease was also bred into tees 
taintalis, which in English reads ’thirty forty-three’. 

High on yield 

At his field in the village of Mouje Digraj, a six-hour drive 
from Mumbai, Mr Tukaram Maruthi Kadam is set to 
harvest the first crop of tees taintalis. This 38-year-old 
insurance agent-turned-farmer was cultivating an aging 
variety before being introduced to the new variant earlier 
this year. He took to trying it and convinced a few other 
farmers to join. 

“The pod numbers in the new variant are significantly 
higher than in existing varieties. The output could be 
nearly twice what was harvested previously. I have been 
approached by other farmers with requests for the seed,” 
says Mr Kadam. 

Mr Kadam and other smallholder farmers in Sangli, Satara 
and Kolhapur districts in the Kolhapur region, do not 
cultivate groundnut for oil production. Instead, it is grown 
as an intercrop with sugarcane mainly for local 
consumption. Groundnut is ready for harvest at the onset 
of winter before sugarcane tillers turn dense. In addition to 
seed stashing for next sowing, the produce is sold to the 
food industry and as seed to farmers across the state. 

Battling it out

Short duration cropping, ease of cultivation, improvements 
to soil fertility and high profitability of soybean saw 
groundnut’s share among oilseeds fall in the 1980s. As a 
result, in Maharashtra, land under groundnut cultivation as 
a percentage of total land for oilseeds fell from 22.6% in 
1991 to 7.5% in 2011 while that of soybean increased from 
7.2% to 75.2% in the same period. 

Cut to 2016, groundnut production in the Kolhapur region 
registered a modest 18% increase over the previous year. 
The trend continued in 2017.

“Early and medium duration groundnut varieties with 
farmer-desired traits and rising demand from confectionary 
industry is pushing groundnut’s return in Maharashtra,” 
says ICRISAT’s Principal Scientist, Dr P Janila. 

ICGV 03043 was released in 2017 in partnership with 
Junagadh Agricultural University, Gujarat and ICAR’s 
Directorate of Groundnut Research. In July, it was 
distributed among over 200 farmers in Maharashtra for 

Feature stories 

Photo: PS Rao, ICRISAT

Women crack open shells of freshly harvested ICGV 03043 groundnut in Janugadewadi village of Maharashtra's Satara district. 

https://icar.org.in/
https://icar.org.in/
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Blog

Digital agriculture holds great promise for agricultural 
development

Project: Enhancing groundnut productivity and profitability for 
smallholder farmers in Asia through varietal technologies.
Funder: OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID).
CGIAR Research Program: Grain Legumes and Dryland Cereals
Participating Institutions: ANGRAU, Telangana; BARI, Dhaka; 
CCSHAU, Hisar; DAR, Myanmar; DGR, Junagadh; FCRDI, Sri 
Lanka; FCRI, Egypt; VAAS, Vietnam; Food Crops Institute; IGKV, 
Raipur; Institute of Biotechnology; Hue University (HU); IRRI; 
JAU, Junagadh; MPKV, Rahuri; Maize and Cash Crop Research 
Center, NAFRI, Laos; PJTSAU, Telangana; PAU, Ludhiana; 
RVSKVV, Gwalior; IOOP, Vietnam; SKNAU, Jobner; SKRAU, 
Bikaner; TNAU, Coimbatore; UAS-Raichur; and UAS-Dharwad.

sowing on small land patches as part of a demonstration 
project supported by OPEC Fund for International 
Development (OFID). Scientists from ICRISAT and its 
partner Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth (MPKV), an 
agriculture university in western Maharashtra, assessed 
crop performance at the time of harvest. 

More power to women 

Ms Savita Janugade of Janugadewadi village in Satara 
district told visiting scientists that tees taintalis is easy 
to harvest, unlike other varieties in use. For women who 
end up working in drudgery-intensive activities, an 
easy-to-harvest crop is important to reduce workload. 

“Harvesting is seen as a woman’s job. Women keep the 
earnings from the portion of harvest sold as seed. With 
this variant being easier to pull out and peel, a woman 
can get her share of money without working too hard 
for it,” says Ms Janugade, who chairs a self-help group for 
women. The SHG supports the village’s economy by 
lending money at low rates. 

Janugadewadi, where each of the nearly thousand 
inhabitants share the last name – that of the village, is 
poised to play a crucial role in the dissemination of tees 
taintalis seed across Maharashtra.  

“A fall in soybean price and introduction of new varieties 
have renewed farmer interest in groundnut. In this 
changing scenario, informal farmer-to-farmer networks are 
important for seed distribution,” says Dr Milind  
P Deshmukh, Associate Professor, Soybean and Groundnut 
Plant Breeding, MPKV.

With government support, increasing demand, changing 
climate and farmers’ need for new varieties that can 
withstand unseasonal rain, groundnut is finding more 
takers in western Maharashtra. Benevolence of the 
life-sustaining Sahyadris may just be that ‘one more thing’ 
the humble goober needs to peg a comeback. 

One of the first things that occurs to me when I think 
about Digital Agriculture is the ICT4D conference. 

ICRISAT has been closely associated with this event since 
2017 as a co-organizer, leading the agriculture track along 
with Catholic Relief Services (CRS). ICRISAT hosted the ninth 
edition of ICT4D at Hyderabad and continued to be one of 
the organizing partners for the tenth edition in May 2018 at 
Lusaka, Zambia. I was joined at the tenth edition of ICT4D 
by Mr Ram Dhulipala, Theme Leader – Digital Agriculture & 
Youth, also a co-leader of the agriculture track. 

ICT4D is a one-of-its-kind conference that explores the use 
of digital tools and ICTs across a wide spectrum of relevant 
sectors; agriculture is definitely at the top of this list. The 

For more on ICRISAT’s work in Maharashtra, click here. 

For more on ICRISAT’s work on groundnut, click here. 

Photo: PS Rao, ICRISAT

This work contributes 
to UN Sustainable 
Development Goals

Tukaram Maruthi Kadam, a farmer in Maharashtra's Sangli, holds 
aloft a harvested ICGV 03043 plant.

http:////
http://www.ofid.org/
http://www.ofid.org/
http://mpkv.ac.in/
http://exploreit.icrisat.org/profile/Maharashtra/682
http://exploreit.icrisat.org/profile/Groundnut/250
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conference is a great platform where 
practitioners, technologists, academicians and 
researchers share their case studies and 
experiences on the use of ICTs to achieve impact 
at scale. The event also hosts thought leaders 
for panel discussions or for delivering keynote 
lectures.

In Lusaka, we were also joined by two of our 
ihub startups – Verdentum and Kalgudi. Rohit 
Pothukuchi, Founder of Verdentum, delivered a 
talk about the platform and the MEASURE 
platform that it co-developed along with 
ICRISAT’s team. Raj Vallabhaneni from Kalgudi 
described the online platform that was 
impacting farmers in south India. Both these 
talks highlighted the importance of incubation in 
their respective success stories. We hope to see 
exciting new opportunities from these talks for 
both these companies. 

A panel discussion that I was part of, had a high degree of 
audience participation with representation from donors, 
researchers, startups and the private sector. A few 
commonly recurring themes, as the panelists recounted 
their digital agriculture projects, were:

 ▪ Most failed digital agriculture projects do not pay 
adequate attention to capacities of their end users –
smallholder farmers, who could be resource-poor, risk-
averse, with limited formal education and disconnected 
from markets.

 ▪ Digital advisory services need to pay sufficient attention to 
development of contextualized and personalized content.

 ▪ Most projects assume that market dissemination 
services will be transformational despite a growing body 
of literature pointing to the contrary.

 ▪ Technology is not the ‘magic sauce’, as adequate 
attention is required to build human capacities. 

 ▪ Most importantly, most projects underestimate the need 
to look at the human-computer interaction as a critical 
design element in the project concept stage. 

In fact, Mr Ram Dhulipala mentions that this phenomenon 
is not limited to development/digital ag projects but is 
quite rampant even in the private sector. ‘Design Thinking’ 
or ‘Human-centered Design’ is the latest buzzword in the 
industry that is trying to re-focus the private sector on putting 
the customer at the center of all digital solution design.

I also delivered a talk on the Intelligent Agriculture Systems 
Advisory Tool (iSAT), jointly developed by Microsoft and 
ICRISAT. The well-attended talk was a clear testimony to 
the interest of various actors (donors, startups, 
development professionals) in the possible uses of digital 
tools in building resilience to climate-induced shocks 
amongst the most vulnerable. 

The iSAT integrates historical climate data, seasonal and 
short-term weather forecasts, soil information, and crop 
models to create decision trees with recommended actions 
for smallholders and it has been successfully piloted with 
700 farmers in Anantapur district, Andhra Pradesh, India. 

Farmers have indicated the usefulness of such 
contextualized advisories and, if things go well, the iSAT 
team is looking to scale this tool to two more districts in 
Andhra Pradesh. 

While my team and I are keen to expand iSAT into other 
geographies, we are also actively looking at the Internet of 
Things (IOTs) for strengthening and deepening the 
capabilities of this system. IOTs are touted to be third most 
disruptive technology after mobile internet and automation 
according to a McKinsey report. IOTs are expected to have a 
potential economic impact of USD 2.7–6.2 trillion by 2025. 
The iSAT team envisions the use of low-cost IOT-based 
sensors to measure in situ soil moisture, ambient 
temperatures and also sense other environment 
parameters which could then be input into the iSAT system 
on a real time basis. The iSAT system could then deliver 
localized and context specific advisory.  The iSAT team is, 
however, quite keen on ensuring the sustainability of the 
iSAT tool beyond the project phase; this is where ICRISAT’s 
ihub platform offers a unique opportunity. The iSAT 
advisories could be bundled with other services/products 
by a few of our startups. Kalgudi is currently doing this and 
it would be interesting to learn from this experience. 

The 11th edition of ICT4D will be in Kampala, Uganda from 
30 April to 3 May 2019. 

For more details, you can see the link: https://www.
ict4dconference.org/

The agriculture track will focus on value chains, weather, 
soils, financing, seed systems, aggregation, feedback 
systems, last mile agripreneurs and much more. I encourage 
all of you to explore the possibility of speaking and 
participating in the ICT4D at Uganda. Here is the link to 
apply for speaking slots. https://www.ict4dconference.org/
participate/call-for-speakers/

The author with Mr Ram Dhulipala, Theme Leader – Digital Agriculture 
& Youth, ICRISAT, at the tenth ICT4D conference.

Dr Anthony Whitbread
Research Program Director - 
Innovation Systems for the Drylands

Photo: R Dhulipala, ICRISAT

https://www.verdentum.org/
https://www.ict4dconference.org/
https://www.ict4dconference.org/
https://www.ict4dconference.org/
https://crs.cmail19.com/t/j-l-pjtxdl-jiklgjje-j/
https://crs.cmail19.com/t/j-l-pjtxdl-jiklgjje-j/
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In the media

Top honour for ICRISAT’s Dr Rajeev K Varshney

Receives the American Society of Agronomy fellowship for 
contributions to Genomics & Molecular breeding

Visit by ICRISAT Country Director
Dr A K Padhee, Director, Country Relations and Business 
Affairs, ICRISAT, attended a Round Table in the United 
Kingdom Parliament’s House of Lords at London on 23 
November 2018. The Round Table deliberated on issues 
relating to effective public health management in large 
religious gatherings and was attended by eminent 
personalities of other faiths and researchers on management 
of such mega events. Dr Padhee shared his experiences in 
managing the Rath Yatra from his previous role as Divisional 
Commissioner and Chief Administrator of Shri Jagannath 
Temple at Puri, Odisha. “Maintenance of health, hygiene and 
sanitation besides the law and order is a challenging activity 
for the administrative machinery. I shared my crowd 
management experiences during the RT,” Dr Padhee says. 
“On the sidelines of the RT, I also took the opportunity to talk 
with the delegates about the mission of ICRISAT.” 

Sweet sorghum a double sugar-hit for Indian 
farmers
A crop breeding program could deliver a significant boost 
to India’s national nutritional and industrial needs in one 
fell swoop, and might even set an example Australian 
farmers want to follow.

So-called sweet sorghum varieties offer the potential for 
dual farm incomes, with the crop delivering a simultaneous 
harvest of grain and biofuel – from crushing sugary juice 
from the stalks.

Agricultural researcher the International Crops Research 
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) developed a 
hybrid sweet sorghum as an alternative to sugar cane, 
which is the traditional source of ethanol.

New projects
Enhancing resource use efficiency through integrated land 
and water management practices in the watershed 
villages of Badiangara and Douentza, Mopti region
Funder: Food For Peace, United States Agency for 
International Aid (FFP USAID) through CARE  
International, Mali
Grant period: 1 November 2018 – 31 October 2019
Principal Investigator: Dr Birhanu Zemadim Birhanu
Research Program: West and Central Africa 

Genomics strategies for improvement of yield and seed 
composition traits under drought stress conditions in 
soybean
Funder: ICAR - National Agricultural Science Fund (NASF)

Grant period: 1 December 2018 – 30 November 2021
Principal Investigator: Ms Annapurna Chitikineni; Co-
Principal Investigator: Dr Rajeev K Varshney
Research Program: Genetic Gains 

Zimbabwe Agricultural Growth Programme: Agricultural 
Knowledge and Innovation Systems (ZAGP-ZAKIS)
Funder: European Commission through Deutsche 
Welthungerhilfe (WHH)
Grant period: 1 August 2018 – 31 July 2020
Principal Investigator: Dr Kizito Mazvimavi
Research Program: Eastern and Southern Africa

Dr A K Padhee (far right) with other members of the Round 
Table at London.

http://indiacsr.in/top-honour-icrisats-dr-rajeev-k-varshney
https://www.northqueenslandregister.com.au/story/5786139/sweet-sorghum-a-double-sugar-hit-for-indian-farmers/?cs=4750
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If you would like your recent publication to be included in 
Happenings (or in the OAR), please write to Ramesh 
Kotnana, Librarian, at k.ramesh@cgiar.org.

New publications
Future irrigation expansion outweigh groundwater 
recharge gains from climate change in semi-arid India
Authors: Sishodia RP, Shukla S, Wani SP, Graham WD and 
Jones JW
Published: 2018, Science of The Total Environment (TSI), 
635. pp. 725-740. ISSN 00489697
http://oar.icrisat.org/10802/

QTL Analysis for Grain Iron and Zinc Concentrations in 
Two O. nivara Derived Backcross Populations
Authors: Swamy BPM, Kaladhar K, Anuradha K, Batchu AK, 
Longvah T and Sarla N
Published: 2018, Rice Science (TSI), 25 (4). pp. 197-207. 
ISSN 16726308
http://oar.icrisat.org/10803/

Improving cultivation of cowpea in West Africa
Authors: Kamara AY, Omoigui LO, Kamai N, Ewansiha SU 
and Ajeigbe HA
Published: 2018, In Achieving sustainable cultivation of 
grain legumes Volume 2: Improving cultivation of 
particular grain legumes. Burleigh Dodds Series in 
Agricultural Science. Burleigh Dodds Science Publishing, 
pp. 1-18. ISBN 978-1786761408
http://oar.icrisat.org/10804/

Ensuring the genetic diversity of sorghum
Authors: Upadhyaya HD and Vetriventhan M
Published: 2018, In: Achieving sustainable cultivation of 
sorghum, Volume 1: Genetics, breeding and production 
techniques. Burleigh Dodds Science Publishing Limited, 
Cambridge. ISBN 9781786761200
http://oar.icrisat.org/10805/

Money Matters: The Role of Yields and Profits in 
Agricultural Technology Adoption
Authors: Michler JD, Tjernström E, Verkaart S and  
Mausch K
Published: 2018, American Journal of Agricultural 
Economics (TSI). pp. 1-22. ISSN 0002-9092
http://oar.icrisat.org/10806/

Molecular Mapping of QTLs for Heat Tolerance in Chickpea
Authors: Paul PJ, Samineni S, Thudi M, Sajja S, Rathore A, 
Das RR, Khan AW, Chaturvedi SK, Lavanya GR, Varshney RK 
and Gaur PM

Published: 2018, International Journal of Molecular 
Sciences (TSI), 19(8) (2166). pp. 1-20. ISSN 1661-6596
http://oar.icrisat.org/10810/

Viral metagenomics reveals sweet potato virus diversity in 
the Eastern and Western Cape provinces of South Africa
Authors: Nhlapo TF, Rees DJG, Odeny DA, Mulabisana JM 
and Rey MEC
Published: 2018, South African Journal of Botany (TSI), 
117. pp. 256 - 267. ISSN 02546299
http://oar.icrisat.org/10812/

Marker-Assisted Improvement of the Elite Maintainer 
Line of Rice, IR 58025B for Wide Compatibility (S5n) Gene
Authors: Priyadarshi R, Arremsetty HPS, Singh AK, 
Khandekar D, Ulaganathan K, Shenoy V, Sinha P and Singh VK
Published: 2018, Frontiers in Plant Science (TSI), 9 (1051). 
pp. 1-9. ISSN 1664-462X
http://oar.icrisat.org/10813/

Towards appropriate mainstreaming of “Theory of 
Change” approaches into agricultural research for 
development: Challenges and opportunities
Authors: Maru YT, Sparrow A, Butler JRA, Banerjee O, Ison 
R, Hall A and Carberry PS
Published: 2018, Agricultural Systems (TSI), 165. pp. 
344-353. ISSN 0308521X
http://oar.icrisat.org/10814/

Understanding innovation platform effectiveness through 
experiences from west and central Africa
Authors: Davies J, Maru Y, Hall A, Abdourhamane IK, 
Adegbidi A, Carberry PS, Dorai K, Ennin SA, Etwire PM, 
McMillan L, Njoya A, Ouedraogo A, Traore A, Traore Gue NJ 
and Watson I
Published: 2018, Agricultural Systems (TSI), 165. pp. 
321-334. ISSN 0308521X
http://oar.icrisat.org/10817/

Upcoming event

2nd International Workshop on Advanced R & R/QTL

Statistics, Bioinformatics and Data Management (SBDM) Theme, ICRISAT (http://www.icrisat.org) in 
collaboration with Professor Karl Broman from the Department of Biostatistics and Medical Informatics, 
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health (http://www.biostat.wisc.edu/~kbroman) and 
Dr Aniruddha Ghosh from University of California, Davis (https://www.ucdavis.edu/) is organizing a training 
course on Advanced R, Mixed Models and R/QTL from 3–7 December 2018 at ICRISAT, Patancheru, India.
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Dakshina Murthy Kadiyala
Senior Scientist - Systems Modeling
Program: Innovation systems for the 
Drylands
Date of Joining: 5 December 2013

Separation

ICRISAT @Workplace – Our work,  
our place 
This week we bring you a share from Mr Prasad J Kamdi, 
Manager, Watersheds, ICRISAT Development Center, on the 
group ICRISAT FYI at Workplace (https://cgiar.facebook.com/). 
We encourage all staff members to share pictures, short 
write-ups and/or updates on this internal networking channel. 

ICRISAT scientists among highly cited researchers worldwide
Dr Rajeev K Varshney, Research Program 
Director, Genetic Gains, ICRISAT; and  
Dr Hari D Upadhyaya, former Head, 
Genebank, ICRISAT, have been named by 
Clarivate Analytics as two of the Highly Cited 
Researchers worldwide for 2018.

This prestigious commendation is given to an elite group of 
researchers across the globe, recognized for exceptional 
research performance demonstrated by the production of 
multiple highly cited papers that rank in the top 1% by 
citations for field and year in Web of Science. As per the 
latest listing, ten scientists from India are in this list 
selected under different categories.

Dr Varshney has been featured under the Agricultural 
Sciences and Plant & Animal Science categories. This is the 

fifth consecutive year (2014-2018) that Dr 
Varshney has received this honor.

Dr Upadhyaya has been featured under the 
Cross-field category. This category was 
introduced this year. 

Dr Upadhyaya was also commended for his 
globally significant contributions with a dedicated chapter 
in the Plant Breeding Review Volume 41 “Hari Deo 
Upadhyaya: Plant Breeder, Geneticist and Genetic 
Resources Specialist”, published in 2018. To honor 
scientists who have made transformative contributions in 
the areas of Plant Breeding and Genetics, the Plant 
Breeding Review publishes a dedication chapter on 
biography and achievement each year. 

Farewell
We will be saying goodbye to these long-standing 
members of our staff on 30 November 2018:

Padmini Haridas
Senior Administrative Officer
Program: Innovation systems for the 
Drylands
Date of Joining: 1 August 1979

V Nageswara Rao
Senior Transport Associate
Program: Asia
Date of Joining: 1 March 1995

D H N Sarma
Senior Executive Associate (Administration)
Program: Financial Services & Operations
Date of Joining:  17 August 1988

"Scientific beauty of watersheds 
(Sunflower in heritage watersheds 
– BW1, ICRISAT, Patancheru)"

– Mr Prasad J Kamdi
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