
 
 
 

July 8, 2016 
 
 

Note on Selection Process for Members and Alternates of CGIAR System Council 

 
Introduction 
 
1. The CGIAR System Framework, approved by the Centers and Funders in June 2016, 
provides for a System Council to serve as the strategic decision making body of the CGIAR 
System.  The Council is to keep under review the strategy, mission, impact and continued 
relevancy of the CGIAR System. 
 
2. The Council is to consist of, among others, twenty voting members as follows: 
 

a. up to fifteen representatives of funders, 
b. five developing country representatives that are either funders, or countries hosting a 

Center, or countries with significant national agricultural systems.   
 

3. Every three years each of the two categories of voting members are to consult and agree 
upon their constituencies, which may be comprised of one or more governments or 
organizations.  Each constituency is to agree upon its process to select its voting member and 
alternate and to decide upon the rules and procedures that will guide how the members of the 
constituency will relate to each other. 
 
Consultations on Funder members and alternates 
 
4. For purposes of the inaugural System Council, Funders agreed on the eligibility criteria 
for selecting their System Council members and alternates that is set forth in Annex A to this 
note.  Eligible funders held two consultative meetings to determine the allocation of seats among 
them in February 2016 and May 2016.   
 
5. At their second consultation, funders agreed, on a provisional basis, to the distribution of 
seats listed below for the three years from July 2016 to June 2019. It was further agreed that the 
provisional agreement would be confirmed after the developing countries have completed their 
consultations and reached agreement on their five seats. A summary of the consultation and 
decision can be found at www.cgiar.org/cgiar-transition/consultations/. 

a. African Development Bank 
b. Australia 
c. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
d. Canada 
e. European Commission 

http://www.cgiar.org/cgiar-transition/consultations/


f. Germany 
g. Japan 
h. Mexico 
i. Netherlands 
j. Norway 
k. Sweden 
l. Switzerland 
m. United Kingdom 
n. United States 
o. World Bank 

 
6. On July 8, 2016, the eligible funders confirmed their provisional agreement on the 
distribution of seats. 
 
Consultations on developing country members and alternates 
 
7. At the thirteenth meeting of the Fund Council held in Bogor, Indonesia, it was agreed that 
balance among the following regions should be taken into account in allocating the developing 
country seats on the System Council: 
 

a. East Asia and Pacific,  
b. Latin America and Caribbean,  
c. South Asia,  
d. Sub-Saharan Africa, and  
e. West Asia and North Africa.  

 
8. After an initial briefing of interested eligible countries in Washington, D.C., in April 
2016, eligible countries were requested to confirm their interest in having a representative serve 
as a member or alternate on the System Council and/or participating in a regional constituency.  
The CGIAR transition team subsequently facilitated, on a regional basis, the following 
consultations among those countries that had confirmed their interest: 
 

a. East Asia & Pacific: May 19, 2016 and June 24, 2016 
b. South Asia: May 18, 2016 
c. Sub-Saharan Africa: May 23, 2016 
d. West Asia & North Africa: June 15, 2016 

 
9. Three eligible countries from Latin America and the Caribbean expressed an interest in 
serving on the System Council (Brazil, Colombia and Peru), but to date they have been unable to 
identify a mutually convenient time for a consultation. 
 
10. The purpose of the consultations was to provide an opportunity for the countries of the 
region to discuss and agree upon: a) whether they would collaborate in a constituency 
arrangement, b) the countries that would name the member and alternate to represent the 
constituency, and c) any agreements or understandings as to how the constituency could operate. 
 



11. A summary of each of the consultations can be found at www.cgiar.org/cgiar-
transition/consultations/.  
 
East Asia and Pacific 
 
12. Eligible counties in the East Asia and Pacific region include China, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines and Thailand.  All five countries have confirmed their interest in serving on the 
System Council. 
 
13. China, Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand participated in a regional consultation on May 
19 and on June 24, and a series of emails was exchanged among all five eligible countries in the 
region to foster a consensus.  Representatives expressed their keen interest in the work of the 
CGIAR System, their support for the work of the Centers, and the importance of agricultural 
research for their countries. 
 

14. The representatives agreed that they would collaborate as a constituency to ensure 
representation from the region on the CGIAR System Council. The representatives also agreed 
that other countries in the East Asia and Pacific region should be kept informed of the work of 
the CGIAR System Council. 
 
15. It was agreed that for purposes of promoting the active engagement of all countries in the 
constituency, a strong and robust consultative mechanism should be established, including the 
organization of consultations prior to each Council meeting to discuss issues and views of the 
constituency members. These meetings could be organized in-person or virtually.  
 

16.  The countries of the region agreed on three-year terms for the member and alternate and 
an alphabetical rotation schedule for representation of the region as follows: 

 

Term Member Alternate 
July 2016 – June 2019 China Indonesia 
July 2019 – June 2022 Indonesia Malaysia 
July 2022 – June 2025 Malaysia Philippines 
July 2025 – June 2028 Philippines Thailand 
July 2028 – June 2031 Thailand China 

 

South Asia  
 
16. Eligible countries in the South Asia region include Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka.  All 
three countries confirmed their interest in serving on the System Council and participated in the 
consultation.  It was agreed that the three countries would collaborate as a constituency. India 
will name a representative to serve as the member on the System Council for three years, from 
July 2016 to June 2019. The alternate will rotate, with each of the other two countries serving as 

http://www.cgiar.org/cgiar-transition/consultations/
http://www.cgiar.org/cgiar-transition/consultations/


the alternate for an 18-month term. Bangladesh will serve as the alternate from July 2016 to 
December 2017. Sri Lanka will serve as the alternate from January 2018 to June 2019.  
 
17. It was agreed that the Council member would organize a virtual consultation with other 
members of the constituency prior to each Council meeting to discuss issues and views of the 
constituency. Further elaboration on the administrative rules of the South Asia constituency will 
be decided, if required, by members of the constituency. 
 
18. The representatives also agreed that they would meet again in advance of the expiration 
of the current three year term in June 2019 to review the constituency arrangements and 
representation for the next term of three years. 
 
19. All countries recognized the importance of strong representation of the South Asia region 
at CGIAR System Council meeting, and in this regard, thought it critical that both the member 
and alternate be able to attend the Council meetings.  In this regard, the countries requested that 
the costs of attendance for both the member and alternate of the developing country 
constituencies be covered by the Council.  
 
Sub-Saharan Africa 

20. Eligible countries in the Sub-Saharan Africa region include Benin, Kenya, Nigeria, South 
Africa, Sudan and Uganda.  Of those countries, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, Sudan and Uganda 
confirmed their interest in serving on the System Council, and Kenya, Nigeria and Sudan 
participated in a regional consultation. 
 
21. During the consultation, it was proposed that: 
 

a. contributions to the CGIAR Trust Fund should be the main criterion for selecting the 
member. 

b. Nigeria would name the constituency’s member on the CGIAR System Council to serve 
for three years, from July 2016 to June 2019, recognizing that Nigeria meets all three 
criteria for a developing country seat and has consistently made the largest financial 
contribution to CGIAR in the region  

c. the alternate would be decided after further consultation among members in the 
constituency.  The member from Nigeria should undertake to carry out those 
consultations. 

d. consultations should be arranged in advance of the expiration of the first three-year term 
in June 2019 to review the constituency arrangements and representation for the next 
term of three years. Other countries would be encouraged to use the three years of the 
first term to increase their financial contributions to CGIAR and to build a case for their 
participation as a member or alternate for the Sub-Saharan Africa constituency on the 
System Council. 

 
22. This proposal was sent to all eligible, interested countries and was approved on a “no-
objection” basis. 
 
 



West Asia and North Africa  

23. Eligible countries in the West Asia and North Africa region include Egypt, Iran, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Syria and Turkey.  Of those countries, Iran and Turkey confirmed 
their interest in naming a Council member or alternate. 
 
24. During a consultation on June 15, 2016, the two countries agreed to collaborate in a 
constituency arrangement.  It was agreed that Turkey would name a representative to serve as a 
member of the System Council for a two year term, from July 2016 to June 2018, and that Iran 
will serve as the alternate during that period.  It was further agreed that the two countries would 
rotate being the member or alternate every two years. 

25. The representatives stressed the importance of strong collaboration between them and 
with other countries in the region.  It was agreed that they should collaborate both before and 
during the meeting and that the System Council should be requested to provide financing for the 
cost of attendance at the System Council meetings of both the member and the alternate, thereby 
strengthening developing country and regional representation.  It was further agreed that it would 
be important for the rules of procedure for the System Council to make provision for the 
alternate to speak on behalf of the constituency, instead of the Member, on particular agenda 
items when the alternate may have particular technical input or experience to share with the 
System Council. 
 
Ongoing work to finalize members of the inaugural CGIAR System Council 

26. Countries that are to name a System Council member or alternate were contacted by the 
transition team with a request that they provide the member or alternate’s name and contact 
information.  The information received is set forth in Annex B.  Countries are requested to 
provide information for those member and alternates that are currently missing from the attached 
list. 

27. The System Management Office will consult with the eligible countries of the Latin 
America and Caribbean region to facilitate further discussion. 

 
  



Annex A: Eligibility criteria for Funders’ inaugural System Council members and 
alternates 

 
1. For purposes of the inaugural System Council, Funders have agreed to the following 
eligibility criteria for selecting its System Council members and alternates. 
 
2. To be eligible for to be a Funder representative on the System Council, a Funder  must 
have contributed in the three year period 2013-2015 a weighted minimum of US $10,000,000 to 
the CGIAR System, to be calculated as follows: 
 

a) Contributions to Window 1 of the CGIAR Fund shall be weighted at three times their 
nominal amount; 

b) Contributions to Window 2 of the CGIAR Fund shall be weighted at twice their nominal 
amount; and 

c) Contributions to Window 3 of the CGIAR Fund and bilateral contributions to Centers 
shall be counted at their nominal amount. 

 
3. Funders that provide the weighted minimum of US $10,000,000 to the CGIAR System 
shall agree on the distribution of the System Council contributor seats amongst themselves and 
the formation of constituencies, if required.   
 
4. Contributions that provide less than the weighted minimum may seek to join any of the 
constituencies once they are agreed. 
  



Annex B: System Council Members and Alternates 
 

Based on information received by the Transition Team, the following will serve as members and 
alternates of the first System Council. 
 
 

MEMBERS 
 
AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 
 
Chiji Ojukwu 
Director of Agriculture 
Email: c.ojukwu@afdb.org 
 
AUSTRALIA 
 
Andrew Campbell 
Chief Executive Officer, Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) 
Address: GPO Box 1571 Canberra ACT 2601, Australia 
Email: andrew.campbell@aciar.gov.au 
Phone: +61 (0)2 6217 0520 
 
BILL & MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION 
 
Sara Boettiger 
Deputy Director, Agriculture Development 
Address: P O Box 23350, Seattle, WA 98102, USA 
Email: sara.boettiger@gatesfoundation.org 
Phone: +1 (206) 770-2102 
 
CANADA  
 
(TBD) 
 
EAST ASIA AND PACIFIC 
 
Feng Dongxin 
Director of International Cooperation, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences 
Address: 12, Zhongguancun South Street, Beijing, 100081 
CHINA 
Email: fengdongxing@caas.cn 
Phone: +86 10 82105703 
 
 
 
 

mailto:andrew.campbell@aciar.gov.au
mailto:sara.boettiger@gatesfoundation.org


EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
 
Bernard Rey 
Deputy Head of Unit, Unit C1 - Rural Development, Food Security, Nutrition - DG International 
Cooperation and Development 
Address: 41, Rue de la Loi, 1049 Brussels, Belgium - Office  02/076 
Email: Bernard.REY@ec.europa.eu 
Phone: +32 229-60272 / +32 460760272 
 
GERMANY 
 
Gunther Berger 
Director General, Directorate-General 1, Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development 
Email: Gunther.beger@bmz.bund.de 
 
JAPAN 
 
Satomi Okagaki  
Senior Deputy Director, Global Issues Cooperation Division, International Cooperation Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 
Address: 2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-8919, Japan 
Email: satomi.okagaki@mofa.go.jp 
Phone: +81-3-5501-8246  
 
LATIN AMERICAN & CARIBBEAN 
 
(TBD) 
 
MEXICO  
 
(TBD) 
 
NETHERLANDS 
 
Marcel Beukeboom 
Head, Cluster Food & Nutrition Security 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,  
Address: P.O. Box 20061, 2500 EB, The Hague, the Netherlands.  
Email: mjm.beukeboom@minbuza.nl  
Phone: +31 70 348 6729 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Bernard.REY@ec.europa.eu
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NORWAY 
 
Daniel van Gilst 
Senior Adviser 
Address: Norad, P.O.Box 8034 Dep., N-0030 Oslo, Norway 
Email: Daniel.van.Gilst@norad.no   
Phone: +47 23980095/ +47 954 81 858 
 
SOUTH ASIA 
 
Trilochan Mohapatra 
Secretary, Department of Agricultural Research & Education, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare; and Director General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
INDIA 
Email: dg.icar@nic.in 
 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
 
Baba Yusuf Abubakar 
Executive Secretary, Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria 
Address: Mabushi, Abuja 
NIGERIA 
Email: byabubakarr@yahoo.com 
Phone: +2348034518811 
 
SWEDEN 
 
Philip Chiverton 
Associate Professor; Research Secretary 
Unit of Research Cooperation, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)  
Address: SE-105 25 Stockholm, Sweden 
Email: philip.chiverton@sida.se 
Phone : +46 8 698 57 38/ +46 (0)70 621 32 63 
 
SWITZERLAND 
 
Michel Evéquoz 
Senior Advisor 
SDC, Global Program Food Security 
Address: Freiburgstrasse 130, 3003 Bern, Switzerland 
Email: michel.evequoz@eda.admin.ch 
Phone: +41 58 46 23449 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Daniel.van.Gilst@norad.no
mailto:dg.icar@nic.in
mailto:byabubakarr@yahoo.com
mailto:philip.chiverton@sida.se
mailto:michel.evequoz@eda.admin.ch


UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Alan Tollervey 
Team Leader, Agriculture Research, Research and Evidence Division 
Address: DFID, 22 Whitehall, London, UK 
Email: a-tollervey@dfid.gov.uk 
Phone: +44 7469122111 
 
UNITED STATES 
 
Robert Bertram 
Chief Scientist, Bureau for Food Security 
Address: RRB 2.10-050, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20523, USA 
Email: rbertram@usaid.gov 
Phone number: +1-202-712-5064 
 
WEST ASIA & NORTH AFRICA 
 
Nevzat Birisik 
Director General, General Directorate of Agricultural Research and Policy, Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and Livestock 
Address: Araştırma ve Teknoloji Geliştirme Kampüsü İstanbul Yolu Üzeri, No :38, P.K.51 
Yenimahalle, Ankara 06171  
TURKEY 
Email: nevzat.birisik@tarim.gov.tr  
Phone: +90 312 3441380 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALTERNATES 
 
EAST ASIA & PACIFIC 
 
Indonesia (TBD) 
 
LATIN AMERICAN & CARIBBEAN 
 
(TBD) 
 
SOUTH ASIA 
 
Bangladesh (TBD) 
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WEST ASIA & NORTH AFRICA 
 
Javad Mozafari 
Director General 
Academic Relations & International Affairs 
Agricultural Research, Education and Extension Organization (AREEO) 
Address: Yemen Street, Chamran Freeway, Tehran 
IRAN 
Email: jmozafar@yahoo.com  
Phone : +98 2122402013/ +98 9123763457 
 

mailto:jmozafar@yahoo.com
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