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Background/Process:

This session involves a keynote presentation by a Science Council-invited speaker,
Thomas Lumpkin (Director, General, AVRDC), to be followed by comments from three
discussants.

Document:

The keynote paper discusses the current context of global horticulture production and its
potential for increasing income. The challenges for developing the horticulture sector are
considered in relation to market systems, post-harvest systems and food security and
genetic resources. The issue of the environmental impact of horticulture production is
addressed with an emphasis on the need for farmers to have access to information on
price, quality and safety standards. Capacity building, institutional partnerships and an
enabling environment for horticulture production al need to respond to the knowledge
intensive nature of horticultural production, ensuring an effective flow of both longterm
technical information and dynamic market information. The opportunities provided by
horticulture production for women to increase their incomes and for households to
improve their health and nutrition are also raised as important factors in reducing rura

poverty.

1. Increasing Income through Fruit and Vegetable Production Opportunities and
Challenges
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